1475 Center Road, Venice, FL 34292
941-493-7504 / 888-833-9408
Website: www.christvenice.com
Email: Info@christvenice.com

September 2019
Or Current Resident

Men’s Weekend is Sept 19-22
Women’s Weekend is Sept 26-29

NON PROFIT ORG
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
MANASOTA, FL
PERMIT # 808

The Walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian
renewal and transformation. It includes a 3-day shortcourse
in
laughing,
Christianity—learning,
worshipping, reflecting, singing and prayer together.
The objective for the weekend is to inspire, challenge, and equip local church members for Christian action in their
homes, church, community, and places of work. Emmaus shows us ways for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared
with others. Many lives have been touched and changed. These weekends are held at the wonderfully, wooded, beautiful
Dayspring Retreat Center in Parrish, FL Applications must be submitted at least 2 weeks prior to the weekend. You can
pick up an application in the church office.

Mark Your Calendars for our
October Revival Weekend
Including Saturday Seminary on Oct 5
And Revival Prayer Meeting on Oct 6
Save the dates because the Rev. Mark Nysewander, author of
Revival Rising: Preparing for the Next Great Wave of
Awakening, will be with us for our Saturday Seminary on
October 5th from 9am to noon speaking about revival, and he
will also be preaching in our worship services on October 6th
followed by a Revival Prayer Meeting that evening.
Often, when we hear the word revival we think of the old
time camp meetings or tent revivals held years ago, and
equate them to first time salvation experiences. Yet revival is
so much more! Revival is the supernatural power of the Holy
Spirit coming alive in us and in our churches, bringing a reawakening of our love of Christ.
Why is this important?
Because as Nysewander points out, “It’s the most important
issue to us because our culture is winding down. Any
spiritual energy and order we have from previous revivals is
quickly disintegrating. We’re all living on the diminishing
energy of the previous revival.”
So whether you’re well versed in this
subject, or scratching your head as to
what it all means, you don’t want to
miss this revival teaching weekend.
We need a re-awakening of the Holy
Spirit if we’re to continue to be the
salt and light of the earth that the Lord
has called us to be! Let us be in prayer
with great expectation to contend for
God’s next wave of power.
Blessings,

Val

Scholarship Fund

We are 7 weeks away from the grand opening of our Christ Laurel Campus!
Beginning Sunday, October 20, we will be wor shipping weekly in the Elks
Lodge at 11:30am. God has gone before us, giving us a testimony of His
faithfulness and goodness, and cultivating a longing in the hearts of our new
neighbors to connect with one another and with the God who has laid claim to
them. We are launching the second site in order to help them say YES!
How is God stirring you to be involved?
Christ Venice will be sending hometown missionaries that will be:
Committed to attend the weekly services for 4-6 months.
Of the people who go,
Some will serve on a Crew Team to help with the logistical needs of the
space (ex. positioning chairs)
Some will serve on a Ministry Team that will serve the people who come
(ex. greeting)
Some will serve as Friendship Facilitators who will ensure we maintain
the reputation of being the friendliest church in town.
Do you live in the area? Do you know people who live in the area and are not
connected to the church in a meaningful way? Are you eager to see the Lord at
work in transformative ways? Is this the YES Jesus is calling you to for a season?
If so, please let us know. The Christ Laurel Launch Team will help you find the
spot that fits best and equip you in every way helpful (Crew and Ministry Teams
will serve on a rotation).
Please communicate your interest in one of the following ways:
 Our website: www.Christlaurel.com
 Commitment forms available at the front office and at the Connection Point
counter.
 Email Pastor Missy at missy@christvenice.com

Please consider celebrating your
birthday, anniversary, or other
special occasion by “Giving a Gift”
of $5.00 or more to the Christ
UMC Scholarship Fund.
Thank you!

BIRTHDAYS
Kori Merriman
Carl Wardell
Tim Wooster
Mike Kramer
Joann Myers
Susan Royston
Amanda Ruehr
Lucy Hudson
Gloria Peacock
Trudy Curtis
Walter Draime
Eric Reintsema
Dinah Jackson
Kirby Outerbridge
Jenny Geremia
Amy Jewell
Sue Laskowski
Carolee Means
Cheri Schmidt
Barbara Seward
Gavin Drobisch
Tyler Wildasin
Alexander Claessens
Marian Fleming
Helen Johnson
Kandice Shrader
Ronald Sparrow
Doris Dohl
Tyler Eaton
Shirley Ellis
Jane Green
Gus Grinstead
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Lenee Schroeder
Carol Ann Mancuso
Bill Schaid
Frank Marsh
Savanah Pocevic
Mick Varvel
Marlilyn Baublitz
Sophia Bonito
Shirley Fugate
Don Kampman
Rich Hutter
Beth Laubisch
Calvin Stone
Jean Jankowski
Carol Bauer
Rita Belden
Larry Crabbe
Mike Jeffers
Judy Obregon
Pat Reed
Elaine Taylor
Bill Pfost
Audrey Roberts
Joshua Spurlock
Peggy Weinauer
Sara Parmelee-Wall
Marcia Pfleeger
Don Baublitz
James Hall
Jayne Samuels
Bobby Whipple
Chen Bell
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Kathy Hees
Kristin Mikarts
Ed Vanderlind
Joe Cordaro
Ross Gammon
Addilyn Morey
Alice Barvir
Gloria Hottes
Bob Parrish
Tara Sall
Jodi Eltringham
Jerry Norman
Jack Bauer
Patricia Billings
Al Gatto
Jack Miller
Amanda Barrett
Patsy Dulmer
Rachel Downing
Gail Hixon
Campbell Martin
Pete Peterson
Dorothy Woehr
Diane DeSantis
Josie Ennes
Evie Fickel
Matt McNutt
Dee Wright
Lois Evans
Barbara Hinkle
DestinyJo Ott
Rana Weerasooriya
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Jeff & Mary Lou Dunn-Rankin
Bill & Julie Schaid
Howard & Irene Spalding
Jim & Clara Wray
Budd & Judi Pippin
Frank & Darlene Craver
Rick & Lora Halpin
Michael & Roxie Hord
Jack & Judie Bauer
Charles & Gloria Gore
Eric & Lisa Reintsema
Don & Fern Knerr
Hal & Shirley Loud
John & Julie Kern
Tom & Joan Moudy
Allen & Jewell Meringer

09/01
09/01
09/02
09/02
09/03
09/04
09/04
09/04
09/06
09/06
09/08
09/10
09/10
09/12
09/12
09/13

Gary & Marion Olderman
Gale & Anne Adams
Luke & Ann Hertzog
Rick & Donna McClelland
Charles & Barbara Gates
Fred & Gloria Ahlborn
Mike & Cindy Jeffers
Ken & Lynn Woodruff
Sam & Agnes Teitsma
Dean & Ruth Shelton
Brett & Heather Stelmok
Dave & Lisa Rysdyk
Gary & Rosemary Grim
Chris & Cristine Skelnik
Fred & Karen Wolf
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The Dinner Club
“Where food, fun & faith come together!”
CONNECTing with friendships and meeting newer members
around a table of food you don’t need to prepare is a promise
when you attend The Dinner Club. Invite your adult friends,
neighbors and newbies to dinner once a month at a different restaurant. You
order from the menu and pay the cashier. Watch the weekly bulletins for details
on where and when each month and contact Gaylen or Henry Pugh to reserve
how many will be attending: 941-888-2191

Travel Club, Oct 27 - Nov 2
The Creation Museum & Ark Encounter

There are just a few seats left on the tour bus! If you are
thinking of going, now is the time. The rate is reasonable and
the CONNETCTivity opportunities await your reservation.
Detailed flyers are at the Connection Desks. Call Nancy Kinney: 941-408-9798
or nancy.kinney@comcast.net for information.
Prime Time Adult Ministries is for all adults; single or couples unless indicated
differently in the promotional materials. Stop in at one of the Connection Desks
and pick up a Prime Time Adults 2019 Calendar card in the info rack.

From September 25 to November 3, 2019 our community will unite with
many others from coast to coast, and internationally, for a major simultaneous
pro- life mobilization, “The 40 Days for Life” campaign.
40 Days for Life is a focused pro- life campaign with a vision to access God’s
power through prayer, fasting and peaceful vigil to end abortion. Our church
participated last spring and now we have the opportunity to participate this
fall. Our day to pray at the downtown Planned Parenthood facility is
November 1, 2019.
We will be signing up volunteers the moth of September and October after the
services. Watch for the videos on Sunday mornings during September to hear
those who participated last spring.
If you would like more information you can access : 40daysforlife.com on the
internet or call Judy Obregon at 614-499-5294 or 941-445-5682 or Rhonda
Eynon at jeynon@me.com.

Mission Needs

Nancy Kinney, Prime Time Coordinator

PRIME TIME ADULT MINISTRIES NEWS
Engaging adults to say YES to Jesus!

ANNIVERSARIES

The Dominican Republic Mission Team going this October needs your help. In
order to offer a medical clinic, we would appreciate your providing what you can
of the following:
For Adults and Children: vitamins (can have iron, NO gummies due to humidity),
cough syrup, Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Acetaminophen. We also need: anti-bacteria
cream gel, Neosporin, anti-fungal cream, Hydrocortisone cream, Tums, antacids,
Imodium or other anti-diarrheals, Pepcid, Nexium, Omeprazole.
Please leave your donations in the ‘Obregon Box’ in the entry of Memorial Hall.
You can also make a cash/check donation using a pink pew envelope (make
checks out to Christ UMC and memo D.R. Mission Trip). For questions or more
information, call Lulu Lopez, Trip Leader, at 417-598-2848.
We appreciate your continued support.

F.U.M. Children’s Home
Update

I hope everyone has had an enjoyable
summer. It’ hard to believe that school starts
this coming Monday! I know that I’m
praying for my grandchildren to have a great
year and the teachers that help mold them into the adults they will become. We
don’t always realize the influence that we have on the children around us. They
are always watching and questioning much of what they see.
Which brings me to the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home. The children
at the home get to see many wonderful volunteers come help doing many
different chores to keep their campus beautiful and sparkling. Of course, it is
difficult for us to volunteer there due to how far away it is. However, if you are
interested in other ways to help, here are a few ideas:
1. Path of Hope - is made of gift bricks purchased in honor or memorial of a
loved one, in recognition of an anniversary or special occasion, or in
acknowledgement of a church, Sunday school class, or any other group of
your choice.
2. Amazon Smile - shopping allows a portion of your purchase to be donated
back to the Children’s Home. All you have to do is click the link http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0638479 and then shop like you normally do
through Amazon.
3. Favorite Hotels Collection – works similar to sites like Travelocity and
when you use Favorite Hotels Collection, a portion of your cost is donated
back to the Children’s Home! All you have to do is use the link:
www.FavoriteHotelsCollection.com/partners/fumch
If you would like further information on any of the above, you can find it at
www.FUMCH.org.
Take Care,

'Tis the Season for Back to School Sales . . .
and Shoebox Packing!
Six year old Moises couldn't do his schoolwork because he didn't have a pencil.
His parents, like many families in the Dominican Republic, didn't have enough
money to buy school supplies. But when Moises received an Operation
Christmas Child shoebox that contained two pencils, two pens, and a backpack,
he was overjoyed! He can now attend classes and complete his assignments
knowing he has what he needs.
God can even use school supplies to draw children like Moises to Himself!
Back-to-school sales are currently going on, which makes now a great time to
get quality items at low prices for shoebox gifts.
Also consider purchasing some plastic shoeboxes. These sturdy, boxes are a
gift in themselves, which are often used by kids and family members for years
to come to store personal or household items.
Together, let's once again bring Good News and great joy—and lots of quality
school supplies—to millions of children around the world!

Christ Venice Collection will be Oct 13 - Nov 17
so why not start shopping NOW!
You cannot pack candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items;
war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures;
chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins;
breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

Board Member Needed

Cindy Eaton – Children’s Home Local Representative

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
CENTER

Christ Venice will be hosting Family Promise families the week of
September 29-October 6.
Please consider preparing a meal for one evening.
Call Carole Bonanno at 941 375 8883 if you would like to do so.

SHOEBOXES!!

Greetings CUMC Family,

If you have a heart for children and wish to be of service, there will be three
openings for the CDC Board starting January 2020, due to our rotation
schedule. This is a wonderful way to "Say YES to Jesus." It has been an
honor to serve on the Board as Chair for almost three years now and if you
would like details about Board responsibilities, please contact me (Lulu
Lopez) at 417-598-2848.

SAVE THE DATE

for our Third Annual Fashion Show/
Fundraiser scheduled for April 4, 2020. Funds are necessary to re-surface
Center playgrounds. Stay tuned for details.

Choir Rehearsals BEGIN Wednesday, Oct 2, 6:45pm in the Choir Room

The vision for Journeymen is to provide the men of Christ Venice and other
men in the community:
An Opportunity to grow and live out their faith
An Opportunity to Make a Difference in the lives of others
An Opportunity to say YES to Jesus
We are striving to build our faith through service, study and fellowship.

We will be at Bay Village Auditorium from 10am wil 2pm. A light lunch will
be provided, sign up in the Choir Room—New Members Welcome!

Orchestra Rehearsals BEGIN Thur sday, Oct 3, 11:15am in the Sanctuar y

Membership Audit
This is one of three required postings, in accordance with the 2016 Book of Discipline, of
inactive full members that we have attempted to contact in various ways and have been unable
to do so. If you know a complete and accurate current address or email address for anyone on
this list, please call the church office at 493-7504.

First Year
Loleta Ashcraft
Sue Atkinson
Stacy Atkinson
Gary Bennett
Bernard & Morag Berry
John & Ann Brandenberger
Susan Browning
Amy Canfield
Darrell & Sharon Crose
Darrell Crose Jr.
Joanne Curnow
D. Aileen Davis
Amber Emett
David Evans
Hildy Goerke
Ralph Hooks
Joan Jacob
Chase Jacob
Margaret Kraner
Alan & Suzanne Laskowski
Ken Logerquist
Neal & Valerie Loth
Shirley Mahnke
Cher McBrayer
EJ McLoud
Marla McKeon
Sharon Moitis

We pray that you have had a good summer. Now we look forward to resuming
meetings on Saturday, Sept 14th.
We will begin a study entitled John – The Gospel of Light and Life – by Adam
Hamilton. Below is a one minute trailer URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npOEQXx66V0

Second Year
Robin O’Neill
Betty Ott
Janie Palmer
John & Melissa Reed
Cody Reed
Robert & Shirley Reibly
Bill Robinson
AJ Sall
Nick Sall
Tara Sall
David Sand
Maxine Senger
Zonise Swanson
Sam & Barbara Till
Phyllis Tuck
Drew VonMarschall
Shirley Waugh
Gerald Williams

Bryan Baatz
Lori Baatz
Kati Baatz
Louis Beck
Daisy Beck
Marian Buckman
Richard Coleman
Vincent Fogel
Joyce Hartman
Elizabeth Hoag
Ray Hoag
Mark Macy
Barbara Macy
Rose Milak-Rohling
David Miller
John Miller
Tyler Rogers
Patience Rogers
Lois Stahl
Louise Suffoletto
Lise-Anne Suffoletto
Joe Sylvester
Christine Sylvester
Jennifer Vare
Ann Ventress
Robert Wahlrab
Carol Ann Wilkinson

This would be a great time to come and check us out or pray about whom
you might invite to join us.
We look forward to providing a “place” for the men of the church to grow in
holiness of heart and life. Please give one of us a call so we know you are
interested in learning about this group and give us an opportunity to answer any
questions you have.
Contacts:

Irresistible

MUSIC
Ministry

Christ UMC Men’s Group. Men’s ministry is an important part of the life at
Christ Venice. With that in mind, we have a Journeymen’s group. We are
meeting on the 2nd Saturday at 7:30am and on the 4th Monday at 6:30pm.

Journeymen

CHOIR RETREAT is on Saturday, Sept 21

Blair Post
941-286-4970

and

Nathan Skjerseth
563-940-7293

Irresistible Study by Andy Stanley
It’s time to hit the pause button and look more closely at the early church What did they know that we don’t? What made their faith so compelling, so
defensible, so IRRESISTIBLE? This powerful faith resulted in the most
significant transformation the world has ever seen. We are called to be salt and
light in this dark world. Andy wants to show us a better way to carry this out.
Join us for this 6 week DVD and discussion format class studying the Old
Testament leading to the New Covenant. The class will meet Wednesdays at
10:30am starting on September 11. Call Eleanor Montano at 941-408-0239 for
more info and to sign up (book is $20).

Connection Reflections
From Val Garron

Volunteer Ministries Showcase: Small Group Leaders
Christ Venice is exceptionally blessed with small group leaders who lead Bible
study groups, covenant groups, home study groups, seasonal study groups, men’s
and women’s groups, and prayer groups. Who are they? Folks who love the
Lord and understand that we are called to share God’s Word with everyone
around us. They meet various days of the week, at different times and places in
an effort to help our church family and folks in their neighborhoods to know
Jesus better. Their own hunger and thirst for more of Christ is evident in their
commitment to prepare, lead, and share each week. I lift them to you for prayer
as they prepare for a new season that God will be glorified and His people will
grow in holiness of heart and life. Our deepest thanks to our small group leaders
and the great job they do!!! THANK YOU!

The children of Venice Middle need our help. This year,
Christ Venice will be participating in a school supply drive
for Venice Middle School. There are so many students who
can’t afford even the most basic of school supplies. This is
an easy way for us to ensure that every child in our
community has what they need to succeed!
Please pick up an official VMS school supplies list from the Office or the
Connection Table in the Sanctuary. You can drop off the school supplies in the
lobby of Memorial Hall or the Connection Table in the Sanctuary.
Where to find school supplies: Walmart, Target, Office Depot, Staples,
Amazon, etc.

Christ Venice has so much to offer everyone. It is wonderful to be a part of this
vibrant, growing church home. One of the outreaches to women, (of all ages,
married or single) is the small group women’s retreats. These little retreats have
been a refreshing time for women to “unplug” from their daily lives and renew
life from the inside-out. It is a time to spend at a lovely resort, have time in the
Word, connect with each other, draw closer to the Lord, and have fun
fellowshipping with others.
It doesn’t matter if you have never been on one of these retreats, or if you have
been to many. All women are welcome. Come be a part of these amazing days
just for you. There are spaces available for you in the November 4-8 Retr eat
which will be in Orlando. Also, there are two more retreats scheduled with
availability in 2020. The dates are February 3 - 7 and April 20 - 24.

BLS Ministry
News

Fall is on the horizon. Our children and grandchildren are back to school and our
church is gearing up for a new season of opportunities to grow in faith and
holiness of Christ. With that said, on Sunday, September 8th we will hold our
Sunday School/Small Group Fair in the br eezeway of the chur ch fr om 8 to
noon. We’re excited to have some brand new small group offerings such as
“Invitation to a Journey: A Road Map for Spiritual Formation” led by Pastor
Matt, “Trust Without Borders” led by Bob and Ginny Rohland, and I will be
leading “The Quest for Holiness.” There will be many other amazing groups and
Sunday school classes being offered, so stop by the fair and see how you can get
CONNECTED as we all continue to say YES! to Jesus.

If you have interest in attending, contact Lenee Schroeder at (941) 497-1088.

CHANGE IS STRESSFUL
Yes, any kind of change can create stress. Health issues, a loss, relocation, even
pleasant events such as weddings and births. But it's good to know that whatever
the situation you can have someone with whom you can share your concerns.

Stephen Ministers are trained to listen and offer Christian care, comfort and
encouragement. An hour a week of confidential sharing can go a long way to
carrying you through your difficult time.
To learn more about Stephen Ministry you can speak with any Stephen Minister
with a blue name badge or call a Stephen Leader, Dave Hinckley 412-551-1127,
Don Paull 941-539-0702 or Deb Sauter 218-393-9623 to privately discuss your
situation.

Stamp Ministry Leader Needed
I would like to train someone to take over my Stamp Collection business when
I’m unable to do this collecting and sending the stamps out to Ft Myers. Please
someone call me Joyce Clark, 941-484-0780, or see me in Church. Our Church
is so good at collecting these stamps I don’t want something to happen to cancel
this out, as I have been doing this job, we think, for about 20 years or more.
In the meantime, keep saving and bringing in your cancelled stamps. You have
been so good at cutting them out just leaving a 1/3 or 1/4 around the
stamps. Remember Alliance Stamp Ministry is now on the way to the next
million to spend on Sunday School material for the Children in Latin America.

